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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 46 is objected to because of the following informalities: step (F) should be 
changed to (E) because step (E) does not exist. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 14-15, 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Lincke (US 6,360,272 B1), 

As per claim 14, Lincke teaclies a method of synchronizing messages stored in 
a folder hierarchy at a host system and a corresponding folder hierarchy at a mobile 
data communication device, comprising the steps of: 
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• "receiving a message at the host system; storing the message in a first folder of 
the folder hierarchy at the host system" at Col. 7 lines 30-35; 

• "transmitting the message to the mobile data communication device; storing the 
message in a first folder of the folder hierarchy at the mobile data communication 
device" at Col. 7 lines 50-55; 

• "moving the message from the first folder to a second folder at the mobile data 
communication device" at Col. 1 lines 64-67 and Col. 10 lines 35-40; 

• "coupling the mobile data communication device to the host system; detecting 
that the message has been moved to the second folder at the mobile data 
communication device" at Col. 10 lines 35-40; 

• "and in response to the detection step, moving the message from the first folder 
at the host system to a second folder of the folder hierarchy at the host system 
that corresponds to the second folder of the folder hierarchy at the mobile data 
communication device" at Col. 10 lines 40-45. 

As per claim 15, Lincke teaches a method of synchronizing messages stored in 
a folder hierarchy at a host system and a corresponding folder hierarchy at a mobile 
data communication device, comprising the steps of: 

• "receiving a message at the host system; storing the message in a first folder of 
the folder hierarchy at the host system" at Col. 1 lines 50-55; 

• "transmitting the message to the mobile data communication device; storing the 
message in a first folder of the folder hierarchy at the mobile data communication 
device" at Col. 1 lines 50-55; 
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• "moving the message from the first folder to a second folder at the mobile data 
communication device" at Col. 1 lines 64-67 and Col. 10 lines 35-40; 

• "transmitting a move message from the mobile data communication device to the 
host system indicating that the message has been moved to the second folder at 
the mobile data communication device" at Col. 6 lines 30-40; 

• "and receiving the move message at the host system and moving the message 
stored in the first folder at the host system to a second folder at the host system 
that corresponds to the second folder at the mobile data communication device" 
at Col. 6 lines 47-55. 

As per claim 17, Lincke teaches a method of synchronizing a first device to a 
second device, comprising the steps of: 

• "providing a first folder hierarchy at the first device" at Col. 1 line 64-67; 

• "providing a second folder hierarchy at the second device" at Col. 1 lines 64-67; 

• "retrieving a first plurality of messages stored within the first folder hierarchy and 
retrieving a second plurality of messages stored within the second folder 
hierarchy" at Col. 5 lines 24-65; 

• "determining whether the first device executed an operation on a message stored 
in the first folder hierarchy, and if so, then executing the same operation on a 
corresponding message stored in the second folder hierarchy at the second 
device" at Col. 2 lines 55-61 and Col. 6 lines 47-55. 
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As per claim 18, Lincke teaches the method of claim 17, further comprising the 
step of "synchronizing the second folder hierarchy to the first folder hierarchy" at Col. 4 
lines 8-19. 

As per claim 19, Lincke teaches a system for synchronizing messages between 
a first device and a second device, comprising: 

• "a pair of matching folders, one of the pair of matching folders being located on 
the first device, the other of the pair of matching folders being located on the 
second device" at Col. 1 lines 64-67; 

• "a pair of matching messages, one of the pair of matching messages being 
located on the first device, the other of the pair of matching messages being 
located on the second device" at Col. 2 lines 25-30; 

• "and means for moving the pair of messages such that if one of the pair of 
matching messages is moved to one of the pair of matching folders, the other 
matching message is moved to the other matching folder" at Col. 6 lines 20-55. 
As per claim 20, Lincke teaches the system of claim 19, wherein "the first device 

is a host system and the second device is a mobile data communications device" at Fig. 
1, elements 110, 108. 

As per claim 21, Lincke teaches the system of claim 19, wherein "each pair of 
matching messages has a unique message ID such that the means for moving 
comprises means for matching the unique message IDs of the message on the first 
device to the message on the second device by matching the unique message Ids" at 
Col. 5 lines 30-40 and Col. 6 lines 20-55, 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 1-13, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sherman (US. 6,505,214 B1), and in view of Lincke (US 6,360,272 B1). 

As per claim 1, Sherman teaches a method of synchronizing messages 
between a first system and a second system, comprising the steps of: 

• "retrieving a first folder hierarchy from the first system, retrieving a second folder 
hierarchy from the second system" at Col. 13 lines 40-65; 
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• "synchronizing the second folder hierarchy to the first folder hierarchy" at Col. 13 
lines 60-65; 

• "retrieving a first plurality of messages from the first system, the first plurality of 
messages being stored in folders within the first folder hierarchy" at Col. 13 lines 
50-65; 

• "retrieving a second plurality of messages from the second system, the second 
plurality of messages being stored in folders within the second folder hierarchy" 
at Col. 13 lines 50-65; 

• "comparing the first plurality of messages to the second plurality of messages to 
identify common messages stored in both the first and second folder hierarchies" 
at Col. 13 lines 55-60; 

Sherman does not explicitly teach the step of: "determining whether any of the 
common messages are stored in different folders in the first and second folder 
hierarchies; and if a common message is located in different folders of the first and 
second folder hierarchies, then synchronizing the messages by moving the common 
message to a new folder within the first folder hierarchy or by moving the common 
message to a new folder within the second folder hierarchy". However, Lincke teaches a 
similar method for synchronize messages between two systems including the step of: 
"determining whether any of the common messages are stored in different folders in the 
first and second folder hierarchies; and if a common message is located in different 
folders of the first and second folder hierarchies, then synchronizing the messages by 
moving the common message to a new folder within the first folder hierarchy or by 
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moving the common message to a new folder within the second folder hierarchy" at 
Col. 6 lines 20-55. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art 
to combine Sherman and Lincke's teaching so that after the synchronization, the 
storage location of the messages on the first system will be the same as the location of 
the messages on the second system, make it easier for user to locate the messages. 

As per claim 2, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "initiating communication between the first and second 
systems by electrically coupling the first system to the second system" at Col. 4 lines 
55-67. 

As per claim 3, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches the step of "initiating communicating between the first and 
second systems by opening a connecting via a wireless data communication network" 
at Col, 4 lines 63-67. 

As per claim 4, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the first system is a host system and the second system is 
a mobile data communication device" at Col. 4 lines 55-62. 

As per claim 5, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 4 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches the step of: "providing a wireless data communication 
network for enabling communications between the host system and the mobile data 
communication device" at Col. 4 lines 63-67. 

As per claim 6, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. Sherman also teaches: 
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• "the synchronizing the second folder hierarchy to the first folder hierarchy step 
further includes the steps of: associating a unique folder ID with each folder in 
the first and second folder hierarchies" at Col. 14 lines 33-43; 

• "generating a folder list including the folder IDs of the folders in the first folder 
hierarchy; providing the folder list to the second system" at Col. 13 lines 50-65; 

• "updating the second folder hierarchy to match the first folder hierarchy using the 
information contained in the folder list" at Col. 14 lines 35-55, 

As per claim 7, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. Sherman also teaches: 

• "the comparing step further includes the steps of: associating a unique message 
ID with each message stored in the first and second systems" at Col. 6 line 65 to 
Col. 7 line 5; 

• "comparing the message IDs of the messages retrieved from the first system with 
the message IDs of the messages retrieved from the second system in order to 
determine if any common messages are stored on the first and second systems" 
at Col. 13 lines 55-65. 

As per claim 8, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches the steps of: "receiving a new message at the first system, 
associating a unique message ID with the new message; and transmitting the new 
message to the second system" at Col. 5 lines 30-55. 

As per claim 9, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 8 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches the steps of: "receiving the new message at the second 
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system; and storing the new message in a first folder within the second folder hierarchy 
at the second system" at Col. 2 lines 25-30. 

As per claim 10, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 8 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches the steps of: "storing the new message into a first folder 
within the first folder hierarchy at the first system, wherein the first folder within the first 
folder hierarchy is associated with the first folder within the second folder hierarchy" at 
Col. 2 lines 25-30. 

As per claim 11, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 10 as 
discussed above. Lincke also teaches: "the first folders are inbox folders" at Col. 3 lines 
35-45. 

As per claim 12, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 1 as 
discussed above. Lincke also teaches the steps of: 

• "moving the new message to a second folder within the second folder hierarchy" 
at Col. 6 lines 25-30; 

• "associating a folder ID of the second folder with the new message" at Col. 6 
lines 25-30; 

• "and setting a move flag within the new message to indicate that the new 
message has been moved to the second folder" at Col. 6 lines 25-30. 

As per claim 13, Sherman and Lincke teach the method of claim 1 as discussed 
above. Sherman also teaches: 
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• "the determining step further includes the steps of: associating a folder ID with 
each message stored in the first and second folder hierarchies" at Col. 14 lines 
33-43; 

• "wherein the folder ID identifies the folder location of each message within the 
respective folder hierarchy, and wherein associated folders in the first and 
second hierarchies are identified by the same folder ID" at Col. 13 lines 50-65; 

• "and comparing the folder IDs of any common messages to determine whether 
the common messages are stored in the same folders within the first and second 
folder hierarchies" at Col. 13 lines 50-65. 

As per claim 16, Sherman teaches a method of synchronizing a first device to a 
second device, comprising the steps of: 

• "providing a first folder hierarchy at the first device, providing a second folder 
hierarchy at the second device" at Col. 13 lines 40-65; 

• "synchronizing the second folder hierarchy to the first folder hierarchy" at Col. 13 
lines 60-65; 

• "retrieving a first plurality of messages stored within the first folder hierarchy and 
retrieving a second plurality of messages stored within the second folder 
hierarchy, wherein at least one of the first plurality of messages and at least one 
of the second plurality of messages are common messages" at Col. 13 lines 50- 
65; 

Sherman does not explicitly teach the step of: "determining whether the common 
messages are stored in similar folders within the first and second folder hierarchies; and 
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if the common messages are not stored in similar folders, then synchronizing the 
common messages so that they are stored in similar folders within the first and second 
folder hierarchies". However, Lincke teaches a similar method for synchronize 
messages between two systems including the step of: "determining whether the 
common messages are stored in similar folders within the first and second folder 
hierarchies; and if the common messages are not stored in similar folders, then 
synchronizing the common messages so that they are stored in similar folders within the 
first and second folder hierarchies" at Col. 6 lines 20-55. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to combine Sherman and Lincke's teaching 
so that after the synchronization, the storage location of the messages on the first 
system will be the same as the location of the messages on the second system, make it 
easier for user to locate the messages. 

8. Claims 22-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lincke et al. (US 6,360,272 B1) and in view of Temple ("The complete Idiot's Guide to 
Microsoft Outlook 2000). 

As per claim 22, Lincke teaches a method of indicating at a host system a state 
of a message at a mobile communications device, the method comprising of the 
following steps: 

• (A) "altering the state of a first message at the mobile communications device 
thereby creating an altered state" at Col. 6 lines 20-30; 

• (B) "forwarding a status signal to the host system" at Col. 6 lines 20-30; 
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• (C) "changing at the host system a first message status (icon) based on the 

altered state at the mobile communications device" at CoL 6 lines 47-55. 
Lincke teaches changing "a first message status" but does not explicitly teach changing 
"a first message status icon". However, using graphical icon to indicate status of email 
messages is well known in the art, as exemplary by Temple at page 79. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the "message status icon" to Lincke's invention so that the status of the 
messages can be easily recognized by the user and require less displayed space. 

As per claim 23, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "step (A) is the act of forwarding the first message from the 
mobile communication device" at Col. 4 lines 1-7. 

As per claim 24, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "step (A) is the act of replying to the first message from the 
mobile communication device" at Col. 4 lines 1-7. 

As per claim 25, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "step (A) is the act of reading the first message at the 
mobile communications device" at Col. 4 lines 1-7. 

As per claim 26, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 23 as discussed 
above. Temple also teaches: "step (C) results in the first message status icon 
representing a graphical representation of at least the forwarded state" at page 79, 1®* 
paragraph. 
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As per claim 27, Lincke and Tennple teach the nnethod of claim 23 as discussed 
above. Temple also teaches: "step (C) results in the first message status icon 
representing a graphical representation of at least the replied state" at page 79, 1®^ 
paragraph. 

As per claim 28, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 23 as discussed 
above. Temple also teaches: "step (C) results in the first message status icon 
representing a graphical representation of at least the read state" at page 79, 1®* 
paragraph. 

As per claim 29, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communications device is a PDA" at Col. 4 
lines 55-62. 

As per claim 30, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communications device is a pager" at Col. 4 
lines 55-62. 

As per claim 31 , Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communications device is a two-way pager" at 
Col, 4 lines 55-62. 

As per claim 32, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communications device is a cellular telephone" 
at Col. 4 lines 55-62. 
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As per claim 33, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 22 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communications device is an Internet 
appliance" at Col. 4 lines 55-62. 

As per clainfi 34, Lincke teaches a method of indicating at the host system the 
state of the message at the mobile communications device comprising of the following 
steps: 

• (A) "redirecting a first message from the host system to the mobile 
communications device" at Col. 5 lines 53-67; 

• (B) "receiving the redirected first message from the host system at the mobile 
communications device" at Col. 5 lines 53-67; 

• (C) "altering the state of the first message at the mobile communications device 
thereby creating an altered state" at CoL 6 lines 25-30; 

• (D) "forwarding a status signal to the host system" at Col. 6 lines 20-25; 

• (E) "changing at the host system the first message status based on the action 
taken at the mobile communications device" at CoL 6 lines 47-55. 

Lincke teaches "a first message status" but does not explicitly teach "a first message 
status icon". However, using graphical icon to indicate status of email messages is well 
known in the art, as exemplary by Temple at page 79, 1®* paragraph. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the "message status icon" to Lincke's invention so that the status of the 
messages can be easily recognized by the user and require less displayed space. 
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As per claim 35. Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "step (A) is the act of forwarding the first message from the 
mobile communication device" at Col. 4 lines 1-7. 

As per claim 36, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "step (A) is the act of replying to the first message from the 
mobile communication device" at Col. 4 lines 1-7. 

As per claim 37, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "step (A) is the act of reading the first message at the 
mobile communications device" at Col. 4 lines 1-7. 

As per claim 38, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 35 as discussed 
above. Temple also teaches: "step (C) results in the first message status icon 
representing a graphical representation of at least the forwarded state" at page 79, 1®* 
paragraph. 

As per claim 39, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 36 as discussed 
above. Temple also teaches; "step (C) results in the first message status icon 
representing a graphical representation of at least the replied state" at page 79, 1®^ 
paragraph. 

As per claim 40, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 37 as discussed 
above. Temple also teaches: "step (C) results in the first message status icon 
representing a graphical representation of at least the read state" at page 79, 1®* 
paragraph. 




# 
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As per claim 41 , Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communications device is a PDA" at Col. 4 
lines 55-62. 

As per claim 42, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communication device is a pager" at Col. 4 
lines 55-62. 

As per claim 43, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communication device is a two-way pager" at 
Col. 4 lines 55-62. 

As per claim 44, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communication device is a cellular telephone" 
at Col. 4 lines 55-62. 

As per claim 45, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 34 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the mobile communication device is an Internet appliance" 
at CoL 4 lines 55-62. 

As per claim 46, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 33 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "forwarding a read-receipt to a read-receipt requester's 



As per claim 47, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 46 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the requester's device is a mobile communication device" 
at Col. 4 lines 55-62. 



device". 
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As per claim 48, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 46 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the requester's device is a personal computer" at Col. 4 
lines 55-62, 

As per claim 49, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 46 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the requester's device is a two-way pager" at Col. 4 lines 
55-62. 

As per claim 50, Lincke and Temple teach the method of claim 46 as discussed 
above. Lincke also teaches: "the requester's device is a Internet appliance" at Col. 4 
lines 55-62. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (703) 
305-9601 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
7299. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Art Unit: 2177 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)746- 
7240. 

Khanh B. Pham 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2177 

KBP 

September 23, 2003 




